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Efficient Democratic Housing for Teenagers: A Meeting of
Church Officers Started by Gursel and Ventured by Millie

Jonathan Dex

Abstract—This paper reports on a collaborative initiative for the creation of
efficient democratic housing for teenagers, initiated by Gursel and developed
through the efforts of church officers, with significant contributions from
Millie. The paper outlines the challenges faced by teenagers in finding
safe, affordable, and supportive housing options, highlighting the detrimental
effects on their education, employment, and overall well-being. The authors
propose a democratic housing model that empowers teenagers to participate
in decision-making, fosters a sense of community, and provides access to
essential services and resources. The paper details the design and implemen-
tation of this model, including the establishment of a housing committee,
the development of policies and procedures, the selection of housing sites,
and ongoing community outreach and engagement. The authors also present
the outcome of the initiative, including the positive impact on the lives of
teenagers, the broader community, and the sustainability of the housing
model. Finally, the paper concludes with reflections on the lessons learned
from this initiative and the potential for further development and replication
in different contexts and communities.
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