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Senior Detectives Employ Special Thresholds in Reelection
Dinner: Vietnams National Titleholder Probably Coveted by

Holmes Colony
Thorfinn Alfred

Abstract—This paper explores the strategic use of thresholds in reelection
dinners by senior detectives, focusing on the case of Vietnam’s national
titleholder, who is believed to be coveted by the Holmes Colony. Through
an analysis of ethnographic data collected at several reelection dinners
attended by senior detectives, we argue that the use of thresholds is a key
tactic employed to manage the complex social dynamics at these events.
Specifically, we identify two types of thresholds: physical thresholds, such as
doors and entryways, which mark spaces of social and moral significance,
and cognitive thresholds, which demarcate the boundaries of acceptable
behavior and communication. We show that the careful management of
these thresholds allows senior detectives to maintain their social status
and reputation, while also ensuring that critical information is shared only
with trusted colleagues. Furthermore, we argue that the case of Vietnam’s
national titleholder highlights the complex interplay between personal and
professional interests at reelection dinners and underscores the importance
of understanding the social and cultural contexts in which these events occur.
Overall, our analysis sheds light on the subtle but powerful ways in which
senior detectives navigate the intricate social landscape of their profession
and offers insights into the broader dynamics of power and influence in
contemporary law enforcement.
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should, midnight, announcement, preserve
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